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Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 4D04

Residents (N = 2,000)

25% White

59% Black

18% Hispanic/Latinx
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Cynthia Pickett
Role of a School Board Trustee

The role of the school board is to ensure that school 
districts are responsive to the values, beliefs and 
priorities of their communities. Boards fulfill this role 
by performing five major responsibilities:

• Setting direction
• Establishing an effective and efficient structure
• Providing support
• Ensuring accountability
• Providing community leadership as advocates for 

children, the school district, and public schools

Source: California School Boards Association



Running for Office

• Assembling a campaign 

team

• Fundraising

• Endorsements

• Lawn signs, t-shirts, 

buttons, mailers, flyers, 

newspaper ads

• Meet and greets, debates, 

forums

• Canvassing



Why I Ran for Office



My ‘Why’



Steve Newell
Neither Official Nor Activist 

• Congressional staff

• Executive agency staff

• Government relations

• Science advocacy

• Boundary spanner



Importance of Flexibility

• Policy windows can 
open and shut quickly

• Policy won’t cover the 
topic of your 
dissertation

• People over positions 



Scientific Approach to Policy

• Imposter syndrome

• Variability within groups

• Intragroup effects

• Values and identity 



All Politics is Local 

• Federal 

• State 

• Local



Ellie Shockley

Appointed to ND 
Governor’s Task Force for 

Higher Ed Governance

ND Women’s Network 
Board



Ellie Shockley

Newspaper Columnist Active Union Member

Find my columns at EllieShockey.com



Ellie Shockley
Misc. Activism/Advocacy;

Active in Political Party



Contact Info:

• Jamie Barden: JamieBardenPhD@Gmail.com

• Cynthia Pickett: CPickett@UCDavis.edu

• Steve Newell: SteveMNewell@Gmail.com

• Ellie Shockley: Ellie.Shockley@Gmail.com

• Chris Crandall: Crandall@KU.edu

• Please rate this session in the mobile app!
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